
20      Part I: Understanding Our Social World

The difficulty for most of us is that we are so caught up 
in our daily concerns that we fail to see and understand the 
social forces that are at work in our personal lives. What 
we need are conceptual and methodological tools to help 
us gain a more complete and accurate perspective on the 
social world. The ideas, theories, methods, and levels of 
analysis employed by sociologists are the very tools that 
will help give us that perspective. To use an analogy, each 
different lens of a camera gives the photographer a unique 
view of the world. Wide-angle lenses, close-up lenses,  

telephoto lenses, and special filters each serve a purpose in 
creating a distinctive picture or frame of the world. No one 
lens will provide the complete picture. Yet the combina-
tion of images produced by various lenses allows us to 
examine, in detail, aspects of the world we might ordinar-
ily overlook. That is what the sociological perspective gives 
us: a unique set of lenses to see the social world around us 
with deeper understanding. In seeing the social world 
from a sociological perspective, we are better able to 
understand who we are as social beings.

(Continued)

Look at the following list of social units below. 

Identify which level each group is most likely to 

belong to: (1) micro, (2) meso, or (3) macro. Why did 

you answer as you did? The previous definitions 

should help you make your decisions. Again, some 

are “on the line” because this is a continuum from 

micro to macro, and some units could legitimately 

be placed in more than one group. Which ones are 

especially “on the line”?

___   Your nuclear family

___   The United Nations

___   �A local chapter of the Lions Club or the Rotary 

Club

___   Your high school baseball team

___   India

___   NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization)

___   �The First Baptist Church in Muncie, Indiana

___   The World Bank

___   A family reunion

___   Google, Inc. (international)

___   �The Department of Education for the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky

___   The show choir in your local high school

___   African Canadians

___   The Dineh (Navajo) people

___   Canada

___   The Republican Party in the United States

___   The World Court

___   A fraternity at your college

___   The International Monetary Fund (IMF)

___   The Ministry of Education for Spain

___   �The Roman Catholic Church (with its head-

quarters at the Vatican in Rome)

___   Australia

___   The Chi Omega national sorority

___   �Boy Scout Troop #187 in Minneapolis, Minnesota

___   �Al-Qaeda (an international alliance of terrorist 

organizations)

___   �The provincial government for the Canadian 

province of Ontario

___   The United States of America

See how your authors rate these at edge.sagepub 

.com/ballantinecondensed5e.


